There are no residency requirements for Catholic weddings in Spain. 
Bride and groom have to initiate the necessary paperwork in the parish of their residence. There they will be requested to provide certain supporting documents/information 
· Certified copies of Official Baptismal Certificates, not older than 6 months
· Photocopies of Birth Certificates
· Certificate of Marriage Guidance/Preparation Course – you can arrange for this to be done as soon as you wish.  The sooner the better.

· Letter of Freedom to marry in the Catholic Church
· Parish, day and time of wedding
The complete set of documents has to be sent by your priest to the Bishopric to which their parish belongs, who then sends it to the Bishopric in Málaga, Spain:

SECRETARÍA GENERAL – CANCILLERÍA, OBISPADO DE MALAGA

C/ Sta. Maria 18-20

Aptdo. Oficial 31

29071 Málaga

Spain).

IMPORTANT: The complete set of documents has to be sent to Málaga not later than 4-5 months prior to the actual wedding date. The certification of the Baptism Certificates must not be older then 6 months (prior to the actual wedding date).

Should one of the wedding couple not be Catholic, a DISPENSATION has to be requested from their Bishopric.

The MARRIAGE GUIDANCE/PREPARATION has to be undertaken in the couple’s home country and must be recognised by their bishop at home.
These are the names of the priest and addresses of the 3 churches and in the area:

	Antonio Lores Garcia

Iglesia Santo Domingo

C/Amapola, 35

Benalmadena

26939 Malaga
	Antonio Martin Gonzalez

Iglesia Virgen del Carmen

Avda del Bonanza S/N

Benalmadena Costa

29630 Malaga
	Juan Manuel Baez Zambrana

Iglesia Cristo Resucitado

Apt 471, C/Horacio Lengo, 1

Torremolinos

29620 Malaga


All the churches are in the diocesis of Malaga.
After the wedding the marriage must be regsitered at the local Civil Registry which Kerry does for all her clients and sends the Marriage certificates onto the couple normally with 4 weeks of the wedding.

Up to now on the Costa del Sol, the Certificate of no Impediment to Marry has not been required.  However, in the last 2 years the Bishops in the Dioceses of both Alicante and Valencia have changed their procedures and often at the last minute have requested this certificate.  With this in mind - we are recommending that you obtain the Certificate just in case they change their policy here as well.  You cannot get it until 3 months before the Wedding and you would need to bring it with you to our final meeting before your Wedding.
